
Open Letter Calling for Limited No-Fly Zone 

We, the undersigned, urge the Biden administration, together with NATO allies, to 
impose a limited No-Fly Zone over Ukraine starting with protection for humanitarian 
corridors that were agreed upon in talks between Russian and Ukrainian officials on 
Thursday. NATO leaders should convey to Russian officials that they do not seek direct 
confrontation with Russian forces, but they must also make clear that they will not 
countenance Russian attacks on civilian areas.  

Vladimir Putin’s decision to invade Ukraine has caused massive devastation and loss of 
life for Ukrainians. His premeditated, unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression has 
created the greatest crisis on the European continent since the end of World War II. 
Despite the truly heroic efforts by Ukrainian soldiers and average citizens to resist the 
marauding Russian forces, Putin’s military is poised for further attacks on major cities, 
including the capital Kyiv. Targeting residential buildings, hospitals and government 
complexes, as well as nuclear power plants, Russian forces will be responsible for an 
even higher death toll.   

The international community has responded swiftly through an unprecedented array of 
sanctions and a significant increase in lethal military assistance to help Ukraine defend 
itself. But more must be done to prevent more widescale casualties and a potential 
bloodbath. 

President Biden and NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg have stated that neither the 
United States nor NATO will engage Russian forces on the ground in Ukraine. What we 
seek is the deployment of American and NATO aircraft not in search of confrontation 
with Russia but to avert and deter Russian bombardment that would result in massive 
loss of Ukrainian lives. This is in addition to the request from Ukrainian leaders for A-10 
and MIG-29 aircraft to help Ukrainians defend themselves, which we also strongly 
support.  

Already more than a million Ukrainians have fled their country to escape the brutality 
Putin has unleashed. Estimates suggest that that number could reach 5 million, more 
than 10 percent of the population. Several thousand Ukrainians have already died from 
Putin’s latest aggression, on top of the more than 14,000 killed following Putin’s first 
invasion of Ukraine starting in 2014. Ukraine is facing a severe humanitarian disaster, 
and the effects are being felt across the European continent and beyond.  

The refrain “never again” emerged in the wake of the Holocaust, and Ukrainians are 
wondering whether that pledge applies to them. It is time for the United States and 
NATO to step up their help for Ukrainians before more innocent civilians fall victim to 
Putin’s murderous madness. Ukrainians are courageously defending their country and 
their freedom, but they need more help from the international community. A U.S.-
NATO enforced No-Fly Zone to protect humanitarian corridors and additional military 
means for Ukrainian self-defense are desperately needed, and needed now.   



(Note: Affiliations are for identification purposes only; individuals are signing in their 
personal capacity.) 

1. Anders Aslund, Senior Fellow, Stockholm Free World Forum 
2. Stephen Blank, Senior Fellow/Foreign Policy Research Institute 
3. Gen. (Ret.) Philip Breedlove, Former Supreme Allied Commander Europe 

4. Paula Dobriansky, Former Under Secretary of State for Global Affairs 
5. Eric S. Edelman, Former Under Secretary of Defense 
6. Evelyn Farkas, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia, 

Ukraine, Eurasia  
7. Daniel Fried, Former Assistant Secretary of State and U.S. Ambassador to 

Poland 
8. Andrew J. Futey, President, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
9. Melinda Haring, Deputy Director, Atlantic Council Eurasia Center 
10. John Herbst, Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
11. LtG (Ret.) Ben Hodges, Former Commanding General, United States Army 

Europe 
12. Glen Howard, President, Jamestown Foundation 
13. Donald Jensen, Johns Hopkins University 
14. Ian Kelly, Former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia and OSCE 
15. John Kornblum, Former Assistant Secretary of State and U.S. Ambassador to 

Germany 
16. Shelby Magid, Associate Director, Atlantic Council Eurasia Center 
17. Robert McConnell, Co-Founder, U.S.-Ukraine Foundation 
18. Claire Sechler Merkel, Senior Director, McCain Institute for International 

Leadership 
19. David A. Merkel, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State and 

Director, National Security Council 
20.Barry Pavel, Senior Vice President and Director, Atlantic Council Scowcroft 

Center for Strategy and Security 
21. Herman Pirchner, President, American Foreign Policy Council 
22.Michael Sawkiw, Jr., Director, Ukrainian National Information Service 
23.Leah Scheunemann, Deputy Director, Atlantic Council Transatlantic Security 

Initiative 
24.Benjamin L. Schmitt, Former European Energy Security Advisor, U.S. 

Department of State 
25. William Taylor, Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
26.Alexander Vershbow, Former U.S. Ambassador to Russia and NATO 

4. Ian Brzezinski, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense  
5. Orest Deychakiwsky, Former Policy Adviser, U.S. Helsinki Commission 
6. Larry Diamond, Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution and Freeman Spogli 

Institute for International Studies, Stanford University 



27. Kurt Volker, Former U.S. Ambassador to NATO and Special Representative for 
Ukraine Negotiations 

 


